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Bedingfield, the first victim of this most atrocious conspiracy,
had, from the first hour of his intercourse with the Cossyahs,
evinced the liveliest interest in their welfare ; he had studied
their language as the best avenue to their affections, and the
great aim of his residence among them, appeared to be an
anxious desire to improve their condition, to instruct them'
in the arts of civilized life, and to create a relish amongst
them for its humanizing enjoyments. This spirit of compre-
hensive benevolence was united to an amenity of manner,
eminently calculated to conciliate regard; and so sensible
did the Cossyahs appear of his kindness, that an intercourse
of the most friendly and intimate nature existed between
them, the very moment preceding that in which their guilty
hands were iiuhnied in his blood. He was invited to attend
a conference., and disregarding the prophetic warnings of his
companion Burlton, who suspected treachery, he entered the
assembly unarmed, and was barbarously slaughtered.

9th. Lieut. Burlton, with the aid of a small military
guard, defended himself iu his bungalow against vastly supe-
rior numbers, and at night succeeded in effecting his retreat
a considerable distance on the road towards Assam ; his route
was, however, discovered on the following morning, and his
exhausted party rapidly overtaken by their blood-thirsty
pursuers: even under these depressing circumstances, the
cool determination and unerring aim of Burlton, long pro-
tracted the struggle, and they were at length only over-
powered, when a heavy fall of rain had rendered their fire-
arms nearly useless: unable longer to keep their assailants
at bay, the party dispersed; Burlton fell covered with
wonnds3 and the faithful naick who commanded the small
military party refusing to desert him in his extremity, perish-
ed by his side. The remaining fugitives were overtaken and
hiitcherecLby their merciless pursuers, with the most aggra-
vated circumstances of diabolical cruelty, and few survived
to describe the horrors that had been perpetrated by these
misguided and infuriated savages.

lOtk. The unexpected departure of Mr. Scott from Nung-
klow for Churra Poonjee3 saved him from the dreadful